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Interpreting the Letters

Literal

Universal

Prophetic

Specific, historical

General, timeless

Symbolic, eschatological 
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The Outline of Revelation 
Chapter 1:19

1. The things you saw  

2. The things that are 

3. The things after these things

Chapter 1

Chapter 2-3

Chapter 4-22
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Ephesus Apostolic Church 
30-100 AD
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Smyrna
Pergamum

Persecuted Church 
100-313 AD

Thyatira Roman Catholic Church 
600-1517 AD

Roman Empire Church 
313-600 AD

Sardis



Revelation 3:1-6
Rev. 3:1 “To the angel of the church in Sardis write: He who has the seven Spirits of 
God and the seven stars, says this: ‘I know your deeds, that you have a name that 
you are alive, but you are dead. 
Rev. 3:2 ‘Wake up, and strengthen the things that remain, which were about to die; 
for I have not found your deeds completed in the sight of My God. 
Rev. 3:3 ‘So remember what you have received and heard; and keep it, and repent. 
Therefore if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at 
what hour I will come to you. 
Rev. 3:4 ‘But you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their garments; 
and they will walk with Me in white, for they are worthy. 
Rev. 3:5 ‘He who overcomes will thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not 
erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father 
and before His angels. 
Rev. 3:6 ‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’
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Ephesus Apostolic Church 
30-100 AD
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Smyrna
Pergamum

Persecuted Church 
100-313 AD

Thyatira Roman Catholic Church 
600-1517 AD

Roman Empire Church 
313-600 AD

Sardis Reformation Church 
1517-1648 AD



Revelation 3:7-13
Rev. 3:7 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: ¶ He who is holy, who is true, who 
has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, and who shuts and no one opens, says 
this: 
Rev. 3:8 ‘I know your deeds. Behold, I have put before you an open door which no one can shut, 
because you have a little power, and have kept My word, and have not denied My name. 
Rev. 3:9 ‘Behold, I will cause those of the synagogue of Satan, who say that they are Jews and 
are not, but lie — I will make them come and bow down at your feet, and make them know that I 
have loved you. 
Rev. 3:10 ‘Because you have kept the word of My perseverance, I also will keep you from the 
hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell 
on the earth. 
Rev. 3:11 ‘I am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, so that no one will take your crown. 
Rev. 3:12 ‘He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he will not go 
out from it anymore; and I will write on him the name of My God, and the name of the city of My 
God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God, and My new name. 
Rev. 3:13 ‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’

3-6



1
2

3
4

5
6

7

C
H

U
RC

H
 A

G
E

Ephesus Apostolic Church 
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Smyrna
Pergamum

Persecuted Church 
100-313 AD

Thyatira Roman Catholic Church 
600-1517 AD

Roman Empire Church 
313-600 AD

Sardis Reformation Church 
1517-1648 AD

Misssionary Church 
1648-1900 ADPhiladelphia



Revelation 3:14-22
Rev. 3:14  “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write:  The Amen, the faithful and true Witness, 
the Beginning of the creation of God, says this: 
Rev. 3:15  ‘I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; I wish that you were cold or hot. 
Rev. 3:16 ‘So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My 
mouth. 
Rev. 3:17 ‘Because you say, “I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing,” 
and you do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked, 
Rev. 3:18 I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so that you may become rich, and 
white garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness will not 
be revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see. 
Rev. 3:19 ‘Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline; therefore be zealous and repent. 
Rev. 3:20 ‘Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I 
will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me. 
Rev. 3:21 ‘He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also 
overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. 
Rev. 3:22 ‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’” 3-8



1 Timothy 4:1-3

1Tim. 4:1  But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times 
some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to 
deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons, 
1Tim. 4:2 by means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in 
their own conscience as with a branding iron, 
1Tim. 4:3 men who forbid marriage and advocate 
abstaining from foods which God has created to be 
gratefully shared in by those who believe and know the 
truth.
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2 Timothy 3:1-5

2Tim. 3:1 But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will 
come. 
2Tim. 3:2 For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, 
arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, 
2Tim. 3:3 unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without 
self-control, brutal, haters of good, 
2Tim. 3:4 treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure 
rather than lovers of God, 
2Tim. 3:5 holding to a form of godliness, although they have 
denied its power; Avoid such men as these.
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2 Timothy 4:1-4
2Tim. 4:1  I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of 
Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His 
appearing and His kingdom: 
2Tim. 4:2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; 
reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction. 
2Tim. 4:3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound 
doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will 
accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own 
desires, 
2Tim. 4:4 and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn 
aside to myths.
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Ephesus Apostolic Church 
30-100 AD
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Smyrna
Pergamum

Persecuted Church 
100-313 AD

Thyatira Roman Catholic Church 
600-1517 AD

Roman Empire Church 
313-600 AD

Sardis Reformation Church 
1517-1648 AD

Misssionary Church 
1648-1900 ADPhiladelphia

Apostate Church 
1900-? ADLaodicea
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